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you for an extraordinary lifetime of achieve-
ment.

I’ll just close by telling a tale of something
that took place in this house, back in 1862.
President Lincoln called together a meeting of
his Cabinet to present them with the Emanci-
pation Proclamation. But that was not the first
item on his agenda. This is a little-known story.
Instead, he began reading out loud from a sto-
ry from the humorist Artemus Ward. It was a
story called, “High-Handed Outrage at Utica.”
According to one often-repeated account, after
he finished a chapter, Lincoln laughed and
laughed. His Cabinet did not. [Laughter] So
Lincoln read them another chapter. [Laugh-
ter] And they still sat there in stony silence. Fi-
nally, he put the book down and said: “Gentle-
men, why don’t you laugh? You need this med-
icine as much as I do.” [Laughter]

To be clear, I probably will not be trying this
in my Cabinet meetings. [Laughter] Certainly
not if I’m presenting something like the Eman-
cipation Proclamation. [Laughter] But what
Lincoln understood is that the arts and the hu-
manities aren’t just there to be consumed and
enjoyed whenever we have a free moment in
our lives. We rely on them constantly. We need
them. Like medicine, they help us live.

So, once again, I want to thank tonight’s
honorees for creating work that I’m sure would
have met President Lincoln’s high standards.
In this complicated world, and in these chal-
lenging times, you’ve shared a song with us and
enhanced the character of our country, and for
that we are extraordinarily grateful.

It is now my privilege to present these med-
als to each of the recipients after their citation
is read.

So, our outstanding Military Aides, please.

[At this point, Lt. Col. Michael P. Wagner,
USA, Army Aide to the President, read the cita-
tions, and the President presented the medals,
assisted by Maj. Steven M. Schreiber, USMC,
Marine Corps Aide to the President.]

I think now is a good time for everybody to
stand up and give these outstanding winners—
or recipients a big round of applause. Yay! 

So congratulations to all of you. We could
not be more appreciative of everything you’ve
done. I was mentioning, as people were com-
ing up, I’ve been personally touched by all
sorts of these folks. I was mentioning to Max-
ine that when I was first writing my first book
and trying to teach myself how to write, “The
Women Warriors” was one of the books I read.
After the book was done, Diane was one of the
few interviews that was granted. [Laughter] I
told Linda Ronstadt I had a little crush on her
back in the day. [Laughter] So—and I know all
of you have been touched similarly by these
amazing people.

So we are very grateful to you. On behalf of
Michelle and myself, as we’re taking pictures
with the recipients and the family—their fami-
lies, please continue to enjoy the reception
here.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:18 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to author Maxine Hong
Kingston; syndicated radio talk show host Di-
ane Rehm; and musician Linda Ronstadt. The
transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the reading of the cita-
tions.

Remarks on the Situation in Ukraine and an Exchange With Reporters
July 29, 2014

The President. Good afternoon, everybody.
In the Netherlands, Malaysia, Australia, and

countries around the world, families are still in
shock over the sudden and tragic loss of nearly
300 loved ones senselessly killed when their ci-
vilian airliner was shot down over territory con-

trolled by Russian-backed separatists in
Ukraine. These grieving families and their na-
tions are our friends and our allies. And amid
our prayers and our outrage, the United States
continues to do everything in our power to
help bring home their loved ones, support the
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international investigation, and make sure jus-
tice is done.

Since the shoot-down, however, Russia and
its proxies in Ukraine have failed to cooperate
with the investigation and to take the opportu-
nity to pursue a diplomatic solution to the con-
flict in Ukraine. These Russian-backed sepa-
ratists have continued to interfere in the crash
investigation and to tamper with the evidence.
They have continued to shoot down Ukrainian
aircraft in the region. And because of their ac-
tions, scores of Ukrainian civilians continue to
die needlessly every day.

Meanwhile, Russia continues to support the
separatists and encourage them and train them
and arm them. Satellite images, along with in-
formation we’ve declassified in recent days,
show that forces inside Russia have launched
artillery strikes into Ukraine, another major vi-
olation of Ukraine’s sovereignty. And we have
information that Russia continues to build up
its own forces near the Ukrainian border and
that more Russian military equipment, includ-
ing artillery, armored vehicles, and air defense
equipment, has been transferred across the
border to these separatists.

Now, since the beginning of the crisis in
Ukraine, the United States has worked to build
a strong international coalition to support
Ukraine, its sovereignty, its territorial integrity,
its right to determine its own destiny, and to
increase the pressure on Russia for actions that
have undermined Ukraine’s sovereignty, terri-
torial integrity, and ability to make its own de-
cisions. The core of that coalition is the United
States and our European allies.

In recent days, I’ve continued to coordinate
closely with our allies and our partners to en-
sure a unified response to the shoot-down of
Malaysian Airlines Flight 17 and Russia’s con-
tinued arming of the separatists. And I’ve spo-
ken several times with Prime Minister Rutte of
the Netherlands and Prime Minister Abbott of
Australia.

Yesterday I had a chance to speak with
Prime Minister Cameron of the United King-
dom, President Hollande of France, Chancel-
lor Merkel of Germany, and Prime Minister
Renzi of Italy. We are united in our view that

the situation in Ukraine ought to be resolved
diplomatically and that a sovereign, indepen-
dent Ukraine is no threat to Russian interests.
But we’ve also made it clear, as I have many
times, that if Russia continues on its current
path, the cost on Russia will continue to grow.
And today is a reminder that the United States
means what it says. And we will rally the inter-
national community in standing up for the
rights and freedom of people around the
world.

Today, and building on the measures we an-
nounced 2 weeks ago, the United States is im-
posing new sanctions in key sectors of the Rus-
sian economy: energy, arms, and finance.
We’re blocking the exports of specific goods
and technologies to the Russian energy sector.
We’re expanding our sanctions to more Rus-
sian banks and defense companies. And we’re
formally suspending credit that encourages ex-
ports to Russia and financing for economic de-
velopment projects in Russia.

At the same time, the European Union is
joining us in imposing major sanctions on Rus-
sia, its most significant and wide-ranging sanc-
tions to date. In the financial sector, the EU is
cutting off certain financing to state-owned
banks in Russia. In the energy sector, the EU
will stop exporting specific goods and technol-
ogies to Russia, which will make it more diffi-
cult for Russia to develop its oil resources over
the long term. In the defense sector, the EU is
prohibiting new arms imports and exports and
is halting the export of sensitive technology to
Russia’s military users.

And because we’re closely coordinating our
actions with Europe, the sanctions we’re an-
nouncing today will have an even bigger bite.

Now, Russia’s actions in Ukraine and the
sanctions that we’ve already imposed have
made a weak Russian economy even weaker.
Foreign investors already are increasingly stay-
ing away. Even before our actions today, nearly
$100 billion in capital was expected to flee
Russia. Russia’s energy, financial, and defense
sectors are feeling the pain. Projections for
Russian economic growth are down to near ze-
ro. The major sanctions we’re announcing to-
day will continue to ratchet up the pressure on
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Russia, including the cronies and companies
that are supporting Russia’s illegal actions in
Ukraine.

In other words, today, Russia is once again
isolating itself from the international commu-
nity, setting back decades of genuine progress.
And it doesn’t have to come to this—it didn’t
have to come to this. It does not have to be this
way. This is a choice that Russia, and President
Putin in particular, has made. There continues
to be a better choice: the choice of deescala-
tion, the choice of joining the world in a diplo-
matic solution to this situation, a choice in
which Russia recognizes that it can be a good
neighbor and trading partner with Ukraine
even as Ukraine is also developing ties with
Europe and other parts of the world.

I’m going to continue to engage President
Putin as well as President Poroshenko and our
European partners in pursuit of such a diplo-
matic solution. But it is important for Russia to
understand that, meanwhile, we will continue
to support the people of Ukraine, who have
elected a new President, who have deepened
their ties with Europe and the United States,
and that the path for a peaceful resolution to
this crisis involves recognizing the sovereignty,
the territorial integrity, and the independence
of the Ukrainian people.

Today the people of Ukraine, I hope, are
seeing once again that the United States keeps
its word. We’re going to continue to lead the
international community in our support for the
Ukrainian people and for the peace, the securi-
ty, and the freedom that they very richly de-
serve.

Thanks very much.

Russia-U.S. Relations/Russia-Ukraine Relations

Q. Is this a new cold war, sir?
The President. No, it’s not a new cold war.

What it is, is a very specific issue related to
Russia’s unwillingness to recognize that
Ukraine can chart its own path.

And I think that if you listen to President
Poroshenko, if you listen to the Ukrainian peo-
ple, they’ve consistently said they seek good re-
lations with Russia. What they can’t accept is
Russia arming separatists who are carrying out

terribly destructive activities inside of Ukraine,
thereby undermining the ability of Ukraine to
govern itself peacefully. That’s something that
no country should have to accept.

And the sooner that Russians recognize that
the best chance for them to have influence in-
side of Ukraine is by being good neighbors and
maintaining trade and commerce, rather than
trying to dictate what the Ukrainian people can
aspire to, rendering Ukraine a vassal state to
Russia—the sooner that President Putin and
Russia recognizes that, the sooner we can re-
solve this crisis in ways that doesn’t result in
the tragic loss of life that we’ve seen in eastern
Ukraine.

[At this point, several reporters spoke at once.]

Go ahead.

International Sanctions Against Russia

Q. So far, sanctions haven’t stopped Vladimir
Putin. Are sanctions going to be enough? And
are you considering lethal aid for Ukraine?

The President. Well, keep in mind, the issue
at this point is not the Ukrainian capacity to
outfight separatists. They are better armed
than the separatists. The issue is, how do we
prevent bloodshed in eastern Ukraine? We’re
trying to avoid that. And the main tool that we
have to influence Russian behavior at this
point is the impact that it’s having on its econ-
omy.

The fact that we’ve seen Europeans, who
have real, legitimate economic concerns in
severing certain ties with Russia, stepping up
the way they have today, I think, is an indica-
tion of both the waning patience that Europe
has with nice words from President Putin that
are not matched by actions, but also a recogni-
tion, as a consequence of what happened with
the Malaysian Airlines flight, that it is hard to
avoid the spillover of what’s happening in
Ukraine impacting Europeans across the
board.

And so we think that the combination of
stronger U.S. and European sanctions is going
to have a greater impact on the Russian econo-
my than we’ve seen so far. Obviously, we can’t



July 29 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2014

1036

in the end make President Putin see more
clearly. Ultimately, that’s something that
President Putin has to do by—on his own. But
what we can do is make sure that we’ve in-
creased the costs for actions that I think are
not only destructive to Ukraine, but ultimate-

ly, are going to be destructive to Russia, as
well.

All right. Guys, I’ve got to get going.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:39 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. 

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Robert A. McDonald as Secretary of
Veterans Affairs
July 29, 2014

I applaud the overwhelming, bipartisan con-
firmation of Bob McDonald as our next Secre-
tary of Veterans Affairs. As a veteran himself
and a proud member of a military family, Bob is
deeply committed to serving our veterans and
their families. And as an executive with decades
of private-sector experience, he is uniquely
equipped to lead the Department of Veterans

Affairs and to help change the way the VA does
business. As a country, we have a solemn duty
to serve our veterans as well as they have served
us. I know Bob will help us honor that commit-
ment and make sure every veteran gets the care
they deserve, the benefits they’ve earned, and
the chance to pursue the American Dream
they’ve risked so much to protect.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Lebanon
July 29, 2014

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to Lebanon that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13441 of August 1,
2007, is to continue in effect beyond August 1,
2014.

Certain ongoing activities, such as continu-
ing arms transfers to Hizballah, which include

increasingly sophisticated weapons systems,
undermine Lebanese sovereignty, contribute
to political and economic instability in the re-
gion, and continue to constitute an unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national securi-
ty and foreign policy of the United States. For
this reason, I have determined that it is neces-
sary to continue the national emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 13441 with respect
to Lebanon.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
July 29, 2014.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.
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